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Additional Remarks on the Poetry of Buchanan. 
( Continued from Vol. V. p. 322.) 


, Lue next fection is entitled Elegiarum Liber, and 


confifts of nine different articles. ‘The firft of thefe 
contains an hundred and ten lines, and defcribes the 
miferable fituation of the teachers of literature at Paris. 
It is probable that at this time Buchanan was himfelf 
an under-profeflor in the univerfity ; for he {peaks with 
much afperity of the profeflors, and complains of the 
harfhnefs of their difcipline in the moft pointed terms. 
He obferves that the plowman, and even the flave who 
works in fetters, enjoy ‘at night an agreeable flumber ; 
that the failor fleeps in the midft of the ocean ; in fhort, 
that all nature is at reft excepting the profeffors and 
ftudents in the univerfity of Paris. He concludes with 
a folemn peroration again{ft Apollo, the Mufes, and the 
beggarly profeilion of learning ; and protefts that Cal- 
liope would not have remained a maid till this time if 
fhe had not been pennylefs. The fecond elegy is in a 
very different ftile, it is written on the kalends of 
May, and exhibits one of the fineft fcenes of rural and 
Vou. VI. 
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paftoral defcription that can poffibly be imagined :—it 
éxtends to an Kuindred and forty-five lites. ‘The third 
elegy is a very ftrange compofition. It is infcribed to 
one of the fenators of Bourdeaux, and ought to have 
been entitled, A modeft Defence of Fornication. How 
any man in the character Of a public teacher, ventured 
to publifh fuch a performance it is not very eafy to 
conceive: yet we malt remember that the mafiners of 
that age were much lefs refined than ours. ‘There is, 
indeed, nothing in the poem pofitively indecent; but 
there is fo much more underftood than exprefled, that 
we can hardly believe Buchanan expected its perufal 
would invigorate the chaftity of a young ftudent*. In 
this very piece, however, he declaims, in the feverett 
ftile, againft batchelors, and defcribes, with the moft 
interefting eloquence, the tran{tendetit felicity of pof- 
fefling a virtuous and dutiful wife. ‘The reader may 
perhaps imagine that fuch difterdant materials cannot 
eompofe avery coherent production: but there was 
nothing which Buchanan feared to attempt, and very 
little which he failed to perform. <A {hort {pecimea 
may be agreeable to the reader ;—addrefling the fena- 
tor, he fays, 


*¢ Cum mare, cum tellas homines populetuf, et ignis, 
Tot pereant niorbo, tot fera bella tecént ; 

Cumque hontinem in pejus folertia callida femper 
Inveniat canfas in fua fata novas : 

‘Tun’ prohiberé audes veiieris commiercia ? lenas 
Si tollis, veneris commoda quanta vétas ? 

Tun’ prohibere audés vericris commercia? fole 
Humanum poterant que reparare genus ? 


* Of all the modes of writing that have been invented, perhaps that of 
conveying inypure ideas, in:terms that aré not difeufting, is the moft re- 
prehenfible ; as it tends to corrupt the pure, who would turn away with 
averfion from the fhocking fenfualities in which the depraved alone can 
take pleafure. In this refpedt, and in feveral others, thofe who read the 
works of Buchanan muft feel, that however much they may admire the 
literary charater of this great mati, it is impoffible to look upon his 
wbral characte? with the fame degré¢ of vencration. ————E pit. 
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«¢ When land, and water, and fire, combine to de- 
{troy mankind ; when fo many perith by difeafe, and 
fo many are butchered by barbarous war ; when hu- 
man invention, ever fertile in framing mifchief, is 
perpetually pointing out frefh paths to deftruGion,; 
dareft thou to forbid the commerce of love? By the 
expulfion of concubines how many of the enjoyments 
of love are deftroyed ? Dareft thou to prohibit the 
pleafures of love, the fingle refuge left us to repair 
the ravages of the {pecies ?” 

The poet proceeds to remind him that mankind can- 
not now be propagated like the Myrmidons from pif- 
mires, or from clay and ftones, as in the days of Pro- 
metheus and Pyrrha. 

‘The fourth elegy is addrefled to two of his literary 
friends, and contains an account of his fuiferings in a 
fevere illnefs. The fifth is infcribed to the Chancellor 
of France, and is a petition in behalf of the {chool of 
Bourdeaux. 

The fixth, which confifts of fifty-four lines, is ad- 
dreffed to a lady on her recovery from ficknefs, and is, 
in point of tendernefs, perhaps the matter-piece of our 
author. It is one of thofe happy productions which 
we can never tire ofreading. ‘The feventh and eighth 
elegies are of a very different nature; they are infcribed 
toa ftrumpet, on whom Buchanan difcharges himfelf 
in a torrent of abufe. ‘The ninth elegy is in a fuperior 
ftile. 

4. The next part of the colleftion is entitled Si/ua, 
and confifts of feven articles, all in hexameter verfe, 
The firft is dated in 1539, and infcribed in the name of 
the ftudents at Bourdeaux to the Emperor Charles V,. 
With great elequence and dignity he touches on the 
principal events in the reign of Charles, and compares 
his condefcenfion in vifiting Bourdeaux to that of Ju- 
piter entertained by the Ethiopians. ‘The Emperor had 
not yet, by the execution of fifty or an hundred thou- 

fand of his proteftant fubjects in the Netherlands, for- 
G 2 
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feited all pretence to the tendernefs or efteem of 
mankind. The fecond is infcribed to a friend, whofe 
abfence he regrets in a ftrain of beautiful and pathetic 
poetry. The third is entitled Defderium Lutetiea. In 
this poem Buchanan deplores, in affe€ting language, his 
abfence from Paris, which he reprefents under the cha- 
racter of a miftrefs, whofe charms had for feven years 
inceflantly difturbed his peace. He concludes with 
the ftrongeft proteftations of fidelity. 


“ Et prius equoribus pifces et montibus umbre, 
Et volucres deerunt Sylvis, et murmura ventis 
Quam mihi difcedent formofz Amaryllidis ignes : 
Illa meum rudibus fuccendit pectora flammis, 
Finiet illa meos moriens morientis amores. 
«¢ Sooner fhall fifhes be wanting to the fea, and the 
mountains ceafe to reflect their fhadows; fooner 
fhall birds leave their woods, and noife to attend 
the tempeft, than my pafhion for Amaryllis fhall de- 
fert me. She firft kindled the flames of love in my 
breaft, and her death fhall extinguifh them for ever.” 
The next article is an epithalamium on the marriage 
of Francis the fecond with queen Mary. In this poem, 
fo different from the {trains of a modern laureate, the 
genius of Buchanan fhines in all its glory. ‘To give a 
proper idea of a performance which extends to two 
hundred and eighty-feven lines is here impoflible. 
‘The poet, after enlarging on the felicity of the young 
couple, and the joy that their union diffufed over both 
nations, proceeds to give them a feries of advices for 
their conduét in the exalted ftation which they were 
deftined to fill. He begins with the French monarch, 
and, after a profufion of compliments, proceeds in 
the moft elevated language of poetry to remind him 
of the honours and advantages he derived from a con- 
fort fo illuftrious as the queen of Scotland. He expa- 
tiates- on the ancient independence of his country, 
and the valour of its inhabitants. Of this paflage, 


which has been often quoted, one need only fay, 
that 
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that it has hardly ever been excelled, even by our au- 
thor himfelf: a few lines may ferve as a fpecimen. 
After having enlarged on the martial virtues of our 
anceftors, he adds: 


“ Artibus his, totum fremerent cum bella per orbem, 

Nullaque non leges tellus mutaret avitas 

Externo fubjecta jugo, gens una vetuftis 

Sedibus antiqua fub libertate refedit. 

Subftitit hic Gothi furor, hic gravis impetus hefit 

Saxonis, hic Cimber fuperato Saxone, et acri 

Perdomito et neufter Cimbro. Si volvere prifcos 

Non piget annales, hic et victoria fixit 

Precipitem Romana gradum : quem non graves Aufter 

Reppulit, incultis non fquailens Parthia campis, 

Non eftu Meroé, non frigore Rhenis et Albis 

Tardavit, Latium remorata eft Scotia curfum : 

Solaque gens mundi eft cum qua non culmine montis, 

Non rapidi ripis amnis, non objice fylvz, 

Non vatti fpatiis campi Romana poteftas, 

Sed muris foflaque fui confinia regni 

Munivit : gentefque alias cum pelleret armis 

Sedibus, aut victas vilem fervaret in ufum 

Servitii, hic contenta fuos defendere fines 

Roma fecurigeris pretendit mznia Scotis : 

Hic fpe progreffus pofita Carronis ad undam 

Terminus Aufonii fignat divortia regni, 
« Hence it was, that when wars raged in every 
other part of the world, when there was no country 
which did not change its ancient laws and bend 
under a foreign yoke, that a fingle nation maintain- 
ed its native poffe fons, and its former liberty. 
Here it was, that the fury of the Goths was forced 
to paufe, here was checked the dreadful force of 
the Saxons, of the Danes who vanquithed the Sax- 
ons, and of the Normans who vanquifhed the 
Danes. We have no caufe to blufh at the annals 
of our anceftors: here it was, that victorious 
Rome ftopped in her rapid courfe—She whom 
neither the formidable Carthagenian repulfed, nor 
the horrid defarts of Parthia, nor the burning fun 
of Ethiopia, nor the frozen Elbe, nor the Rhine 
could ftop, was compelled to paufe on the confines 
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ss of Scotland. This was the only country in which 
*‘ the Roman Empire was bounded, not by inaccefl- 
«s {ible mountains, not by the banks of a rapid river, 
*¢ not by a foreft, or by an extenfive plain, but by 
«* walls and trenches. While by her arms fhe was 
*¢ driving other nations from their native feats, or re- 
«‘ ducing them to difgraceful fervitude, here alone 
*¢ Rome was contented to defend her limits, and pro- 
«¢ tet herfelf by ramparts from the Caledonian bat- 
** tle ax. Here, laying afide the hope of conquett, 
«¢ ‘Terminus, upon the banks of Carron, fixed the limits 
“¢ of the Italian empire.”—-He proceeds in a ftile not 
very courtly, to remind Francis that the French na- 
tion had never, fince the days of Carlemagne, perform- 
ed any martial exploit of confequence, where the 
Scots had not born away a full thare of the honours of 
the field. He concludes by the ufual predictions of 
profperity and happinefs. ‘The next article contains a 
ftriking picture of the miferies of France, occafioned 
by the death of that young prince. Buchanan feems 
to have been fond of horfemanthip; for we have a 
fhort but elegant poem in praife of the horfe. 

‘The laft piece in this divifion, is a poem upon tee 
birth of James VI. He begins by anticipating the na- 
tural and happy confequences of an union between the 
two kingdoms, and exprefles, in the language of a man 
who loved his country, his wifhes that the royal pa- 
rents may educate their fon in fuch a manner as to 
qualify him for his exalted ftation. The reft of this 
performance’ confifts entirely of a feries of excellent 
moral leffons, of which it feems highly proper to re- 
mind the prefent generation. We have feen the mad 
prodigality of three or four individuals precipitate into 
bankruptcy the government of a great nation. We 
ean have no doubt that, in other countries, the fame 
conduét will, in due time, produce the fame juft and 
natural effects. Buchanan affirms that the manners 
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of a people depend much lefs upon the laws of the 
ftate than upon the example of their prince. He has 
not indeed infulted his intended pupil, by infinuating 
that he may one day, forgetting the refpeét that is 
due to his ftation, demean himfelf fo far as to become 4 
companion for the moft defpicable clafs of his fubjeéts; 
but he expatiates upon the ruin and infamy which 
attend an abufe of wine or women. ‘ What man,” 
fays Buchanan, * is not afhamed of being drunk, when 
«he knows that his king is fober.* He warns James 
againft profufion in his perfonal and domeftic expences, 
and informs him that a worthlefs fovereign is the 
greateft curfe of fociety. Alexander, Neto, and Do- 
mitian ate brought forward as examples of the fatal 
effects of .barbarity and defpotifm. In fhort, the 
whole poem, except a few lines at the beginning, is 
a rigid le€ture of which Hampden or Sully would not 
have been afhamed; and for which he would have 
been fincerely thanked by a Guftavus Adolphus *, or 
a Frederick. He concludes with an advice to ftudy 
letters and philofophy, as the beft fchool for the 
art of government. ‘ If in the bufinefs of life,” 
fays the poet, * he is attentive to thefe rules, he thall 
“ be happy in fwaying the fceptre of his anceftors.” 
How oppofite, how deplorable on the birth of a prince, 
is the language of Dryden, who compares the junction 
of three kingdoms in one, to the facred myiteries of 
religion. Dryden, however, would certainly, in our 
luxurious and fervile age, have born away the palm of 
popularity and preferment from his cynical predeceffor. 
Though he lived and died in the bofom of treafon, 
rapine, and profcription, Buchanan would have feen, 
with furprife, our modern ftandard of morality. We 
call ourfelves a free people, and yet we have fubmitted 


* Harte tells us that the Swedifh monarch, having, after an obftinate 
fiege, forced a town to furrender, to convince the inhabitants of their 
perfe& fecurity, entered firft hirefelf, without a fingle attendant, and 


going into. 2 bookfeller’s fhop, enquired for a copy of Buchanan’s. poems 
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to hear, from the chair of juftice, that truth is a libel, a 
doétrine which tears up the foundations of civil fociety, 
and compared to which tranfubftantiation, or even the 
divine right of tyrants, is a modeft and refpeétable fo- 
phifm. With what indignation would the author of the 
treatife de jure regni have branded the father and abet- 
tors of fuch an execrable maxim. It is natural enough, 
that a barrifter, whofe life has been employed in brawl- 
ing, fhould in the end diftort his own mind out 
of all fenfe of equity, and when HE mounts the faddle 
of authority, fuch decifions may fometimes be expected ; 
but what are we to think of thofe abandoned jurors, who 
{porting with the truft of their fellow citizens, have 
crouched under this utmoft infolence of juridical cor- 
suption. 


(To be continued. ) 


HINTS TO THE LEARNED. 


A beautiful unedited poem of Prior’s was not long 
fince in the poffeflion of a lady of diftin€tion, now 
deceafed. The fubject, (if I remember right,) the 


art of poetry. a atthe av 


Among the papers of the late learned and amiable 
Dr. Spence of Durham, author of the Polymites and 
other valuable works, there were characteriftics of 
the manners and principles of his own times, accom- 
panied with hiftorical and biographical notes, thefe by 
means of a judicious felection, might be rendered 
very ufeful and worthy of the public. 


In the multiplicity of what we moderns are pleafed 
to call original works, (but which are neverthelefs 
hardly any thing better than hache’s or olio podridas 
of the ancients,) we have been too little attentive to 
the ufeful and refpeétable tafk of tranflating fuch 
works as are locked up in languages, unintellegible ta 
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thofe who have not made Greek and Latin'the ftudy 
of their lives; it being certain, thaf’not one of an 
hundred of thofe who have had the beft clafiical edu- 
cation are capable of reading ‘Tully with the feeling and 
conception of a Melmoth, or to receive the general effe¢ 

of a Greek or Latin claflic without fuch afliftance ; and 
that it is highly defireable in common politetiefs, and 
even in common decency, that the fair fex fhould 
participate in our pleafures, whether literary or do- 
mettic. 

The mifcellaneous works of Plutarch ought to be 
correctly and elegantly -tranflated imto the living 
languages of all polite nations, on account of the mo- 
ralas well as natural treafires’ they contain, and the 
many curious p: asdieulete with which they abound, 
from which, as from a rich mine, the facetious. Mon- 
taigne has laid the foundation of entertainment to all 
his readers for ever. ‘Thefe books ought to be accom- 
panied with notes, in the manner of the learned Mr 
Deteens, § in his enqui iry into the origin of ‘the difcoveries 
attributed to the moderns. 

‘The fame may be faid concerning the varie hiforie 
of CZlian, and the works of Paufanias. 

Except a few of Seneca’s ep ittles, poorly tranflated 
by Sir Roger L’Ff{trange, we have nothing in our 
language that can convey the fentiments of that moral 
writer to the unlearned ; a defcription of individuals 
much more extenfive than it might be decent or pru- 
de we to declare. 

Mr Meimoth once intended to tranflate thefe epiltles, 
but defifted on account of - difficulty attending the 
letters which treat of the culture of vines and of olive 
trees. 

A general affe mbly of the learned, in Europe, to 
be formed of reprefentatives, chofen by all the regu- 
lar philofophical and literary focieties for the time be- 
ing, is a conflitution in the re public of learning much 

Vog. VI. Hi 
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to be defired, and which would do more for the im. 
provement of the world, than any inftitution that has 
yet been thought of. The feflion of this affembly 
ought to be rotatory in the different capital cities of 
Europe, each fociety chufing a delegate to refide at 
the feat of the aflembly, with a competent allowance 
for his travelling charges and maintenance. 

Nine members to be chofen from the aflembly, as a 
council, and four more as cenfors, in the four great 
general departments of human knowledge, four clerks 
in each of thefe departments, and two fecretaries to 
the affembly to earry on its correfpondence. 

A general circulation of tranfactions to take place 
quarterly, and a general report to be made annually 
of the ftate of {cience and literature. 

A prefs to be eftablifhed for printing fuch manu- 
fcripts as have been approved by the council, the pro- 
fits of which, after paying charges, to be remitted to 
the authors or proprietors. 





Slight Notices ‘A a curious and rare Book, entitled, The 
the 


Hiftory of Conqueft of Spain by the Moors, oris 
ginally written about the Year 750, by Abalcacim Aben« 
tarique, in the Arabic Language, and tranflated into 
Spanifb by Miguel de Luna, Arabic Interpreter to 
Philip Il. of Spain; printed in Granada Anno 1599, 


and never tranflated le 
if CONSIDER the book/ which forms the fubjeé of the 


prefent article as one of the greateft literary curiofities 
to be met with any where. It contains the hif+ 
tory of an interefting period that is very little known, 
and gives a view of the arts, fciences, manners, and 
modes of thinking of a great people, concerning whom 
few memorials are preferved in Europe. It was writ- 
ten about a hundred years before the days of our Alfred, 
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at a time when Britain, France, Germany, and Italy 
were involved in the darkeft ignorance and barbarifm : 
when princes could not read, when bifhops were not 
capable of writing, and when a province was fometimes 
mottgaged for a book: yet it appears, by the cleareft 
internal evidence, that the author was a man of learn- 
ing, of found judgment, extenfive knowledge, liberality 
of mind, and great piety, without the fmalleft tinéture 
of bigotry ;—that his tafte had been refined by an ac- 
quaintance with the writings of the ancients; that ag- 
riculture, commerce, manufactures, were objects fa- 
miliar to him, and underftood by the body of the people 
to whom he belonged. Even Spain, which afterwards 
funk into fuch a deplorable ftate of ignorance and re- 
ligious fanaticifm, appears to have been, before the 
conqueft of it by the Moors, much farther advanced in 
civilization, and to have poflefled a more perfe&t know- 
ledge of the ufeful arts than any other European na- 
tion; and the country was then much better peopled, 
more highly cultivated, and enjoyed a better form of 
government than at the prefent day. 

In the courfe of this work is given a particular ac- 
count of the private and public life of the great Miram- 
amolin Jacob Almanzor, the conqueror of Spain, and 
of the manner in which he regulated his conduct, and 
managed the affairs of his kingdom. This part of the 
work was written at the exprefs command of Abilgua- 
lit Abninazr, the fon of Almanzor, by a nobleman 
who had been about his perfon as chamberlain, 
as we would now call it, for upwards of 40 years. 
In this account the writer di/plays, I would not fay de- 
feribes, the beneficent arts by which the great Alman- 
zor attained to that eminence of power which made 
him be beloved and reverenced by all thofe over whom 
his influence extended.—We are here prefented with 
aview of the exercifes and ftudies of an ingenuous youth, 
fpirited in his purfuits, “Pee in enterprife, and 

2 
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libetal in all his views, ‘The young Almanzor, inftead 
of entering on fcenes of difhpation and riotous living, 
engaged, with unremitting ardour, in the ftudy of fci- 
ence, and in improving himdlelf in political knowledge, 
in military exercifes, and manly exertions. He com- 
pofed, himielf, feveral books, that were in much efti- 
mation in mathematics, the military art, philofopby, 
and politics. He was well acquainted with the Greek 
and. Latin authors; and at the age of 25 he {poke ele- 
ven languages, and wrote them with perfect eafe.— 
Thefe are acquirements of fuch a fingular nature, when 
compared with thofe of cotemporary princes, as might 
pals for fables, had they not been written at the time 
the facts were recent, and notorioufly known to mil- 
lions who were then alive. Nor could the writer have 
formed. an idea of thefe acquirements, or have de- 
fcribedl them as familiar objects, had not fimilar ac- 
quirements, though perhaps in a lefler degree, been 
then common in the nation. 

Of the great wealth of the Moorith princes at that 
time fome idea may be formed from the following 
anecdote.—-The father of Almanzor having called a 
meeting of his nobles to celebrate the birth-day of his 
fon, when he attained his fifteenth year, he treated them 
with great kindnefs and liberality. Young Almanzor, 
in the mean while, diftributed money freely among 
them, without taking the trouble of counting it; 
but the treafurer having weighed it, found, that in one 
afternoon, he had diftributed no lefs den 25 arobas 
and 13 1b. weight of gold, in all 563 1b. of gold ; which, 
at the rate of 44]. per lb, amounts to 24,7721. Sterling, 
‘The king, on being told of this largefs, exprefied fome 
furprife at it; but the prince eafily fatisfied him that 
he had only done what he ought to have done.—'This 
fum appeared to be fo inconfiderable, that it gave the 
king no apparent uneafineds, 
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When Almanzor was exalted to the throne of his 
father, he became no lefs remarkable for the ftrict ad- 
miniltration of juftice, the judicious difcharge of the 
functions of government, than for his piety and bene- 
ficence of difpofition, his military proweis, and his 
knowledge in fcience. To each of thefe objects he 
regularly appropriated a determined portion of his 
time; but of all his purfuits literature was that in 
which he took the greateft delight. Learned men he 
invited from all quarters, treated them honourably, 
and purchafed their writings with a munificent libera- 
lity. So much was learning cultivated by the Moors 
in general at that time, that during the courfe of his 
own reign only, he collected a library that confifted of 
fifty-five thoufand feven hundred and twenty-two 
books, on all mamner of fciences, and in various 
languages. In every part of the actions of this prince 
we difcover the great and the good man; and they 
are defcribed in the very fhort relation that is here 
given of them in the plaineft and moft perfpicuous 
manner, without affectation of any fort. 

In the courfe of the work Aéulcacim gives a concife 
geographical defcription of the kingdom of Spain, as 
he himfelf had feen it, and of the manners and cuf- 
toms of the natives, with whom he had lived in great 
intimacy for many years.—He likewife defcribes, with 
fingular perfpecuity, the conduct of a war in Africa 
carried on by the génerals of Abilgualit, fon of Alman- 
zor, to reduce fome revolted governors of provinces 
to obedience, in which the devices adopted by the fa- 
gacious general to prevent the effufion of blood, and 
to effect his purpofe with little expence or inconveni- 
ence to his mafter or the other party, are difplayed 
with much diftinétnefs, which difcover a ftretch of 
cautious and able military conduct, conjoined with 
mildnefs and moderation that has feldom been equal- 
Jed in any country. ‘The work concludes with 2 hif- 
tory of the divifion of Spain into many kingdoms, af- 
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ter the death of the family of Almanzor when each 
governor of a province erected it into an independant 
kingdom for himfelf. Altogether, this work comprehends 
the hiftory of Spain from the year 712 to the year 763, 
during the greateft part of which time the writer him- 
felf had born an active part in moft of the tranfactions 
he relates. 

The ftile is every where concife and clear, and the 
writer, throughout the whole, maintains a dignified 
character, and difcovers, upon all occafions, the moft 
{crupulous attention to truth. The tranflator Mi- 
guel de Luna accounts in a very fatisfa€tory manner, 
in his preface, for the brevity of ftile that every where 
prevails in this work, and, as he fays, in other Arabic 
manuf{cripts: as printing, he obferves, was not then 
known, it was a matter of great labour to multiply 
copies of books, it therefore became the principal 
ftudy of writers to exprefs their meaning in the feweft 
words poflible. If other manufcripts, written about 
the fame period, difplay the fame elegance of tafte, 
maturity of judgement, and candour of difpofition, 
they deferve to be fearched for with care. 

In fome future numbers of this work I fhall prefent 
the reader with a few excerpts from this fingular and 
valuable performance, which will open up a wide field 
for reflections to fuch of our readers as are anxious to 
trace the progrefs of the human mind, under various 
fituations and circumftances. 


ORIGIN OF DESPAIR. 


Haerrness depends upon the gratification of our dee 
fires and paflions. ‘The happinefs of Titus arofe from 
the indulgence of a beneficent temper; Epaminondas 
reaped enjoyment from the love of his country: the 
love of fame was the fource of Cafar’s felicity ; and 
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the gratification of grovelling appetites gave delight to 
Vitellius. It has alfo been obferved that fome one 
paffion generally aflumes a pre-eminence in the mind, 
and not only predominates over other appetites and de- 
fires, but contends with Reafon, and is often viéto- 
rious. In proportion as one paffion gains ftrength, the 
- reft languith and are enfeebled. ‘They are feldom ex- 
ercifed ; their gratifications yield tranfient pleafure, be- 
come of flight importance, are difpirited, and decay : 
Thus our happinefs is attached to one ruling and ardent 
paflion; but our reafonings concerning future events 
are weak and fhort-fighted : we form fchemes of feli- 
city that never can be realized; we cherith affections 
that can never be gratified. 

If, therefore, the difappointed paffion has been long 
encouraged—if the gay vifions of Hope and Imagina- 
tion have long adminiftered to its violence,—if it is cons 
firmed by habit in the temper and conftitution,—if it 
has fuperfeded the operation of other active principles, 
and fo enervated their ftrength, its difappointment will 
be embittered ;—and Sorrow, prevented by no other 
paflion, will prey unabating on the defolate and aban- 
doned fpirits. We may alfo obferve, that none are 
more liable to afflictions of this fort than thofe to whom 
Nature has given extreme fenfibility. Alive to every 
impreffion, their feelings are exquifite; they are eager 
in every purfuit ; their imaginations are vigorous, and 
well adapted to fire them. ‘They live, for a time, ina 
ftate of anarchy, expofed to the inroads of every 
paflion ; and, though poffeffed of fingular abilities, their 
conduét will be capricious. Glowing with the warm- 
eft affe€tions, open, generous, and candid, yet prone to 
incon{tancy, they are incapable of lafting friendfhip.— 
At length, by force of repeated indulgence, fome one 
paflion becomes habitual, occupies the heart, feizes the 
underftanding, and impatient of refiftance or controul, 
weakens or extirpates every oppofing principle. Dif- 
appointment enfues; no pafhon remains to adminifter 
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comfort ; and the original fenfibility which prompted 
this difpofition will render the mind more fufceptible 
of anguifh, and yield it a prey to defpondency. We 
ought, therefore, to beware of limiting our felicity to 
the gratification of any widividual paflion. Nature, 
ever wife and provident, has endowed us with capaci« 
ties for various pleafures, and has opened to us many 
fountains of happinefs ;—let no tyrannic patlion, let 
no rigid doétrine deter thee ;—drink of the ftreams, be 
moderate, and be grateful. dA. M. 


Hiftorical Difquifitions on the Britifb Confritution, 


Part IV. 
[Continued from Vol. V. page 16S.] 


O: the conititutional hiftory of Britain, during the 
time of the Saxons, few particulars can with certainty 
be known; but from incidental circumitances it may 
eafily be inferred that the conftituent members of le- 
gillation and government were neither well underftood, 
nor their refpective rights and privileges accurately des 
fined. ‘The very deed upon which William the Nors 
man founded his claim to the Britith throne, (the 
will of Edward,) is, alone, a fufhcient evidence of thefe 
facts. 

After the conqueft, the hiftory of England is invol- 
ved in lefs obfcurity ; but every fact upon record, re+ 
fpe€ting the conftitution; ferves to prove that our fores 
fathers were then entirely in the dark with regard to 
many conititutional privileges, now fully afcertained, 
and that they only gradually groped their way, cor- 
recting errors.as they came into view, and fupplying 
defects when they were felt, till by imperceptible de- 
grees that goodly eftabliihment was formed which we 
with juftice admire: not as perfect, indeed, but as 
more compleat than any other which has hitherto ape 
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peared, and which, by attention and care, may be fill 
brought nearer and nearer to that perfeétion we inceflant- 
ly ought to aim at. It is not, therefore, by looking back, 
and implicitly {triving to adopt the imperfect inftitutions 
of our forefathers, as many perfons have aflerted, that our 
conftitution is to be improved ; but by looking forward 
towards {till higher attainments, that we ought to pro- 
ceed. ‘This will be fully proved by the few facts that 
follow, which might have been made ten times more 
numerous, did the limits of our work permit. 


National Councils how called. 


So indefinite were the ideas of mankind with re- 
{pect to the great national affembly, that it did not, even 
till a very late period, receive a diftin€t appropriated 
name. A feffion of parliament has been denoted indiffe- 
rently by the names curia regalis—curia imperiales—curia 
folennes—curia magna—congregationis—concilium princi« 
pum—concilium generale—conventus—conventus generalis 
conventus publicus—placitum—fynodum ;—and in Ger- 
many, where the fame fyftem of government prevailed, 
flius. Germania concilium. It is now there called Diet, in 
Britain a Parliament, in France a National Afembly, and 
in Spain and Portugal Cortes. 

The conftituent members of that national aflembly 
were in like manner indifferently called popu/us--principes 
~--proceres—primores—duces—patres, Fc.—{earcely any 
thing, in fhort, was fixed and afcertained refpecting 
them. ‘ 
. Mede of holding Parliaments. 

They were not more uncertain as to the name, than 
they were indeterminate as to the mode of holding 
their parliaments. Nothing is now better underftood 
than that the King cannot be prefent during the de- 
bates in parliament, and for good and obvious reafons ; 
but for many years after the conqueft this regulation 
had evidently not been adopted. ‘Thus, in the year 
1194, Richard I. fat in his parliament at Nottingham, 
and along with him, as many affert, his mother Elea- 


Vou. VI. I 
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nor alfo *, when he demanded a fupply of his nobles 
for the profecution of the holy war(a). Again, in the 
year 1246, King Henry III. having fummoned a par- 
liament to meet at London, conferred with the bifhops 
apart, the earls and barons apart, and the abbots and 
priors apart, in order to find out their refpetive fenti- 
ments refpecting the bufinefs under confideration (6). 
Even as late as the year 1297, in the 25th of Edward I. 
the following remarkable converfation is faid to have 
happened in a parliament holden at Salifbury, which 
gives a very curious picture of the manners and fpirit 
of the times. « The King infifted that moft of the no- 
bility there prefent fhould attend him to the French 
war, but many excufed themfelves ; whereat Edward, 
being greatly moved, plainly told them that they fhould 
go, or he would give their lands to thofe that would. 
‘Che nobles were very much offended at this bluntnefs 
in the King ; and fome of: the chiefeft, viz. the Earls 
of Hereford and Marefbal, told-the King that they were 
ready to attend-him if he went in perfon, otherwife 
they would not go. The Marefhal added, that if the 
King r went, he fhould willingly attend him in his wars, 
and take his hereditary poft in-the vanguard of the ar- 
my. But, fays the King, 2@u ball go, whether I go or 
not. Lam not fo bound, quoth the Earl, neither do I pur- 
pofe to go without you. »'The King then, i in a great rage, 
faid, By God, Sir Earl, youfball either go or hang. And, 
Sir King, by the fame cath, replied the Earl boldly, J will 
neither go nor hang. And fo they both left the King 
abruptlyjewithout taking any leave, and the parliament 
broke up without doing any farther bufinefs (c). 


Conftituent Members of the Great Council. 
If the forms:of procedure in bufinefs were then vague 
and il] afcertained, in regard to the royal perfon, the 


* This was evidently a remain of the old practice in Germany. 


(a) Par. Hitt. v. 1. p.17. (4) Ibid. p. 47.  (c) ibid. v. 1. p. 105. 
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practice was ftill more indeterminate for many centu- 
ries, with refpeét to the conftituent members of that 
affembly. 

It is well known that during the reign of the firft 
princes of the Norman line, the barons, or tenants in 
capite, and the clergy alone, were fummoned to parlia- 
ment, and that it was only at a later period, and to 
ferve particular purpofes, that the knights of fhires and 
burgeffes were fummoned to parliament. 

During the reign of arg [. feveral meetings of the 
Great Men of the Kingdom were called, the mott re- 
markable of which was that in the year 1106, when 
his brother Duke Robert came over from Normandy 
on a vifit to Henry; who dreading that he would lay 
claim to the crown, fummoned the chiefs of the realm 
to meet him, when he cajoled them with a fmooth 
fpeech from the throne, the firft royal fpeech in parlia- 
ment that is preferved on record. But this, and other 
afflemblies held by this King, only confifted of the cler- 
gy and bagons*.. ‘The fame may be faid of the con- 
ventions called by Stephen and Henry Il. which laft 
fummoned a great council to meet him at Clarendon, 
which confifted, according to the diftin& enumeration 
of M. Paris, of the archbifhops, bifhops, abbots, priors, 
earls, barons, and nobles of the realm(d). ‘The par- 
liament fummoned by Richard I. to meet him at Weft- 
minfter, anno 1189, confifted of the bifhops, earls, and 
barons of the realm (e). Fobu fummoned his nobles, 
which was called a parliament, to meet him at Oxford 
anno 1204(f), Inthe year 1224 Henry III. met the 
archbifhops, bifhops, earls, barons, and many others, at 
Northampton (g); and in 1232 he met the nobles, as 


* Eodem anno 1107, fadtus oft conventus epifcoporum et abbatum, fari- 
ter et magnatum Lon for nits in pi palatio re vis. M. Paris. 
Conventus omnium epifcoparum abbatum, et procerem,—Sim. Dunelm. 
Guno I 107 . . 
1116, ‘Codvctis optimatum ef baronum fetius Anglie.—Sim. Dunelm. 
(7) M. Paris. (¢) Chron. Brompt. (f/) M. Paris. (g) Ibid 
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well prelates as laics, at Weftminfter (4) in 12333 at no 
Oxford, and at Weftminfter the darons only are named(i), eac 
In 1234 at Weftminfter, bifbops and barons(j). In mo 
1236, at Merton, difbops and peers (k). In 1237 arch. an 
bifbops, bifbops, abbots, inftalled priors, earls and barons (I), Ag 
Another at Weftminfter in the fame year, confifting oth 
only of the peers (m). In the year 1242, confifting of an | 
the whole nobility of England, as well prelates as earls of 
and barons (). From thefe, and many other records mor 
that might be quoted, it appears that nothing was de- day 
termined as to the precife form of parliament, or its I 
conftituent members; but that in general the notion of i 
prevailed that the King ought, in difficult cafes, to on) 
confult the great men of his kingdom, whom he might abo 
fummon at what time, and in what manner he pleafed, get 
The people had at length, however, perceived that § ther 
inconveniencies had arifen from this difcretionary pow- 9 the \ 
er in the crown, and wifhed to corre& them. to r 
During the long and weak reign , of Henry III, have 
and the more warlike princes that fucceeded him, the arts 
great obje&t wanted from parliament, was money.— § how 
The kings were in want of money, nor had they yet § the y 
acquired, in this country, fo much authority as to be § after 
able to extort it by force, ‘The prevailing idea of the J In th 
times, was, that nothing except perfonal fervices of J but 1 
the tenants of the crown, im capite, and the great § “ to 
feudal incidents, could be demanded by the king as af woul, 
due ; and that all other levies of money muft be vo J arem 
luntarily accorded by the individuals who were to pay It 5 
it. Upon that principle, we find that in 1255, the ff cities 
nobles refufe to grant an aid under the pretext that J had | 
s* the whole of the peers had not been fummoned to purpo 
parliament (0 ),” and upon the fame principle, we ob- J firft { 
ferve, that for many years afterwards, the clergy, the J an in: 
to hav 
(4) M. Paris. (i) Ibid. (j) Parl. Hift. v. 2. p.31. (4) Annal, thoug! 





Burton, p.287. (/) M. Paris. (m) Parl. Hift. p. 36. (#) M. Paris. 
(0) Parl. Hift. v. i. p. 57. 
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nobility, and the other orders of, the ftate, granted 
each a different degree of fupply, as.fuited their hu- 
mour at the time. ‘Thus, anno 1295, the laity gave 
an 11th, the clergy a roth, and the merchants a 7th( p.) 
Again, anno 1306, the prelates, earls, barons, and 
other great men, and alfo knights of the fhires, grant 
an aid of a 30th (q) : the citizens, burgefles, and others 
of the king’s demefnes, grant a 2uth part of their 
moveables, and fo on in almoft every grant in thofe 
days the rate is different on each order of the people. 

Itis not a little curious to trace the gradual progrefs 
of ideas, and. to mark the influence that thefe had 
on the conduct of government. While the notions 
above cited prevailed, it was fometimes difficult to 
get one part of the parliament to comply, while ano- 
ther part of that afflembly was difpofed to agree with 
the wifhes of the crown, and no doubt this gave rife 
to much difquietude and various intrigues, which 
have now for ever eluded our notice. Some of the 
arts that were adopted to induce compliance, are, 
however, ftill upon record. Thus we find, that in 
the year 1301 the nobles were detained in parliament 
after the knightsand burgefles were fuffered to depart(r). 
In the year 1372 the knights of fhires are difcharged ; 
but the burgefles detained “ in order to induce them 
“ to give a farther fubfidy (s).” This ftretch of power 
would foon be confidered as a grievance, and call for 
a remedy. 

It was probably with a view to get a tallage of the 
cities in a more pleafing way to them than that which 
had been heretofore practifed, and to anfwer other 
purpofes at the fame time, that Simon de Montfort 
firft fummoned burgeffes to parliament, anno 1264 ; 
an innovation in the conftitution that does not feem 
to have been a meafure of great popularity at the time, 
though it would be tolerated by the other conftituent 


(>) Parl. Hift. v.i. p.o98. (7) ip. 13g. (r) ib. p. 118. (+) id. p. 313. 
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members of parliament, as it would then be under- 
ftood’ they met there for ‘no other purpofe than 
to vote frcm themfelves what fums they weré 
willing to pay to government on extraordinary occa- 
fions ; and though it would be deemed burdenfometo the 
cities, yet it was fo much preferable to the modes that 
had been formetly' adopted for forcing money from 
them, that the inhabitants would fubmit to it as a lefler 
evil. ; 

That it would prove, in this way, agreeable to the 
cities and boroughs, we may conjecture from the fol- 
lowing fact narrated by Brady : He obferves that, an- 
no, 1294 (ft). The king caufed a tallage to be affeffed 
without common confent, by commiffioners, on all 
cities, burghs, and demefnes in every county of Eng- 
jand, either individually {capitatim] or in common, 
and gave particular dire€tion, that the tallage of Nor- 
wich fhould be affefled at’ 400]. Before that time he 
remarks, * the cities ufed to compound with the kings 
officers, or juftices, and make what bargain they could.” 
No wonder therefore, they fhould be well pleafed at 
an alteration that promifed to give them a vote in the 
difpofal of their own money. 

‘The real ftate of the cities, at that time, in regard 
to afleffments, will be made ftill more clear by the fol- 
lowing particular, fpecified by the fame author. ‘ An- 
“© no 1294 (23 Ed. 1) the clergy grant a moity of their 
benefices ; the earls, barons, knights, et omnes alii de 
regno noftro; that is, the tenents in Capite grant a tenth; 
for that the cities and boroughs were not included un- 
der the general denomination of omnes alii de regno nof- 
tro, he juftly obferves, appears by the following deed 
{till preferved on record: Rex dileéto et fideli fuo Ro- 
berto de Retford, falutem, cum cives et probi homines Lon- 
don, &%c. that is, “ ‘The king to his well beloved and 
« faithful Robert de Retford, greeting. Whereas, 


(¢) Brady p. 35. 
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our good citizens, and good men of London, have; 
willingly granted to us, towards maintaining the 
war, a fixth part of their moveable goods, that 
they might fhow an enfample to other of our demefne 
towns to make the like, we have afligned you to 
demand a like fixth part on every of our demefne 
cities and other towns in the counties of Kent, Sur- 
rey, Suffex, and Southampton, according to the 
taxation of a tenth now granted to us, in our king- 
dom; and therefore we commend -you, that taking 
the theriffs of places, ye perfonally go to every of 
our citiesiand demefne towns, and diligently enquire, 
and effectually induce the men of the faid cities and 
towhs, by fuch means as you think expedienty.to give 
and grant to us the faid fixth part, according: to the 
taxation aforefaid; and what you do herein, you 
fhallifignify to us, or our treafurer, and barons of ex- 

chequer without delay. In witnefs of which, &c. 

the 21ft November, the 23d year of our reign (w).” 

What a wretched ftate muft a people have been in 
who were liable to fuch arbitrary exactions? No 
wonder that they fhould adopt any alteration in regard 
to this particular, with pleafure. \ This evil was, like 
many others, gradually corrected, as we fhall foon fee; 
but does it not argue an extreme perverfion of judg- 
ment, for men with fuch faéts before their eyes, to 
infift upon, and argue for the propriety of reforming our 
conftitution, by bringing it back to its former fate? We 
thall foon fee other as powerful realons for wifhing to 
avoid this conduct. 

I fhall only here advert to the neceflity of guarding 
againft being mifled by terms that accidentally have 
been employed in ancient deeds. ‘Thofe who contend 
that the phrafe omnes alii de regno noffro, clearly and 
decifively included every inhabitant of this kingdom, 
except the clergy, earls, barons, and knights, whe 


(v) Brady, Bur. p. 31. 
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had been formerly {pecially enumerated, as the phrafe 
might well import, would reafon, as appears by this 
authentic document; in-a‘very improper manner, there- 
fore this fource of error fhould be carefully guarded 


againft. 


(To be continued. ) 


A Turkifh Anecdote. 


Jousr at the breaking out of che late Ruffian war, a 
conful from that kingdom was going to départ to his 
own home, from Patrafflo, where he'then refided. As 
foon as it was publicly known that: hoftilities had 
commenced, the rabble inftantly flew to the houfe of 
the conful, and would mofticertainly have deftroyed 
it ; but by. the timely..and generous. afliftance of the 
Batha, who brought with him a trufty body of well- 
difciplined janiffaries, whofe fteady exertions appeafed 
the dangerous tumult; and:it'was with the utmoit diffi- 
culty that the Bathacould fave the livesof the Ruflianand 
his family, and find them a place of fafety in his own 
houfe. ‘This fettled, he directly, with that zeal pes 
culiar to his character, caufed a firmanto be publith- 
ed from the port, moft ftrictly forbidding his country- 
men to. infult the Ruffian merchants, or moleft their 
property; and, in cafe of difobedience, the delin- 
quents to be punifhed with the utmoft feverity of the 
law. The refult attending fuch honourable proceed- 
ings was natural enough, the greateft part of the 
mutinecrs retired, and thofe taken were lodged in 
prifon. 
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The Prophecy of Apollo concerning Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus, tranflated from the Greek of Calli- 
machus, by Dr Tytler of Brechin*. 


—— Apollo fees 

A future God appear, by Fate’s decrees, 
The mightieft prince of Soter’s royal race, 
To rule this favour'’d Ifle, his native place tf. 
To him the willing world hall tribute bring ; 
Green ifles and inland {tates obey the King, 
And bow before him, in fucceeding times, 
His pow’r extending from yon eaftern climes 
To diftant fhores, where Sol defcending leads 
Beneath the weftern waves his wearied {teeds. 
From Macedonia comes the man divine, 
And in the fon the father’s virtues fhine. 
The glorious prince fhall be my future care, 
And I the great companion of his war, 
When, o’er the Celtic fhores, with wild alarms, 
Gigantic nations clafh barbarian arms; 
The laft of Titan’s fons, a furious throng, 
From th’ utmoft weft thal] fwiftly pour along, 
And rufhing dreadful, Grecian plains o’erflow, 
Thick as the driving rain, or falling fnow ; 
Or num’rous as yon’ filver lamps of night, 
That fill their urns with Jove’s etherial light. 
From Lacrian forts and undefended towns, 
From Delphic mountains and Criffzan downs, 
From all the midland cities far around, 
Deep groans fhall iflue; when along the ground 
Wide wafting flames devour the rip’ning grain, 
And all the labours of the peaceful fwain. 
Nor thefe fhall hear alone the fierce alarms 
Of hoftile armies fheath’d in thining arms, 

Vol. VI. , 


* By the favour of a friend, from the edition of that work 


now printing at London. 
t The Me of Cos. 
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Around my temple; but with terror view 

Th” impetuous Gauls their impious courfe purfue, 
With bloody faulchions, belts and bucklers, ftain 
My holy tripods, and my cave profane. 

For this, fierce war fhall rage at my command, 
And wreak my vengeance on th’ unhallow’d band; 
Of conquer’d armour half fhall deck my fhrine, 
And half, the prize of valour, thall be thine, 
Illuftrious Prince! when, midft attacks and fire, 
On Nilus banks the vanquifh’d hofts expire. 
Thus fate foretells the glory thou fhalt gain, 

O Philadelphus! in thy wond’rous reign, 

For which, immortal King ! thou ftill fhalt pay 
Unceafing honours to the God of Day, 

And future ages o’er the world fhall raife, 
Apollo's name and Philadelphus’ praife. 


————————— rr 
Sonnet. 


Tue incenfe breathing lily rears her head, 
On the fair bofom of the dark green vale ; 
While youthful zephyr born along the gale, 

Steals her perfume, and wantons on her bed, 


The new born rofe, all dripping with the dew, 
Witlf magic fpell attraéts the poet’s eye 5 

Amidft the lucid tears, its blooming hue . 
Looks lovelier, and affumes a deeper die. 


?Twas thus of late I faw a lovely maid, 
Pure as the filver lily of the vale; 
But fyren pleafure blew her fwelling-gale, 
And o’er her bofom caft a fombre fhade. 
Now like this blufhing rofe the fair appears, 
Her vernal cheeks fuffuf’d in fily’ry tears, 
BIRTHA. 
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e6eNaReaR#®*$@pa_am—rveweao— oye 
For the Bee. 


Sweet Fean.—A fong, from a volume which was 


intended for the prefs, but not publifbed. 
Trne, Tweedfide. 


Nar lafly I think worth my care, 
But Jean wha’s the toaft o’ ilk fwain, 
She’s young, kind, fweet, modeft, and fair, 
Befide her I never loo’d nane: 
Gin fhe will confent to be mine, 
Altho’ I am fore’d to live mean, 
Nae wife thall be bufkit mair fine, 
Than my bonny rofy fweet Jean. 


Whiles caftles I big in the air, 
An’ wow but i mak’ myfelf fain, 
Whiles Iam quite funk in defpair, 
Till I fee fick notions are vain ; 


Lang as I can herd on the bent, 

An’ dance to a pipe on the green, 
Pil always be blythe and content, 

To fing o'er the praife o {weet Jean. 


What fignify’s titles an’? gear, 
They only breed forrow and ftrife; 
The man wha has nae lofs to fear, 
Lives far the true happieft life: 
Sae happen what will, 1 ne’er care; 
For filler, nor land, I ne’er green; 
Content I will be wi? my fkair, 
Gin I get young bonny fweet Jean. 


I care nae for friends nor for faes 
Whan early on a’ fimmer morn, 

I meet Jean on fweet Blackford braes, 
Contented an’ free frae a’ icorn 3 

I there fet her down by my fide, 
A fong to her praife then I fing, 

That tells her, whan fhe is my bride, 
ill happier be than a king. 
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Prices ¥ de in England. 
In every branch of rurff o¢cofiomy Britain has. made rapid ad- 


vances during: the prefent century,—but in-no one department 
has the fo far outitripped all nations that exift, or have exifted, 
asin the art of rearing domettic animals ; nor does the fuperi- 
ority of the Britifh conftitution appear under any other poiht 
of view fo remarkably confpicuous, as in that energy of enter- 
prize which individuals exert, from the certainty of deriving 
benefit from every ufeful difcovery they fhall make, either in 
art or manufaétures, or rural oeconomics. In other countries 
attempts are made, by means of premiums, to draw an un. 
willing people forward; while the fear of want, arifing from 
fome unlooked for oppreffive regualiion, for ever Keeps them 
back. In Britain, men prefs forward of themfelves, and pur. 
chafe at an exorbitant price whatever articles they think their 
ingenuity can turn to their own ernolument. Let facts fpeak 
for themfelves. The following account of the fale of a breeder’s 
ftock, were it not authenticated beyond a poflibility of doubt, 
would not be believed in, any nation on the globe. To render 
this phenomenon credible, by foreign readers efpecially, ‘the 
following fhort notices may prove fatisfaétory. 

About thirty years ago, Mr Bakewell of Leicefterthire, a 
man of {trong natural talents, and accurate obfervation, hav- 
ing retharked that domeftic animals in general produced others 
poffeffing qualities nearly of the fame nature with themfelves, 
fet himfelf to fele&t {uch only for breeding from as poffeffed 
qualities that promifed to make the greateft poffible return’ to 
the breeder for a given quantity of food they confumed. He 
knew that fome parts of the meat were reckoned more delicate, 
and fold for a higher price in the market than others ;' and he 
remarked that fome animals, of the fame fpecies, had a much 
larger quantity of the valuable parts of the carcafe in propor- 
tion to its whole weight; than others. He fet himfelf there- 
fore to feleé&t the beft of this fort, wherever he could find them. 
He alfo remarked that fome individuals, of the fame fpecies, 
had a much greater tendency to fatten under the fame manage 
ment than others ; fo that by fearching for individuals in which 
thefe two qualities that were copjoined in the higheft degree, 
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and rearing from thofe-of the fame {tock ; he produced a 
breed that were upon the whole much more valuable to the far- 
mer than any other breed. Others feeing his fuccefs, were 
defirous of imitating him ; but as he had got the ftart of all 
others, it was only a very few who could nearly equal him, and 
therefore they became very defirous of having fome of his breed; 
this introduced the praétice of lending bulls and rams for a 
feafon ; but fo jealous was Mr Bakewell of preferving his. fupe- 
riority, that: though he would lend, or fometimes fell males, 
he would on no account part with the beft females of his 
breed. Thus it happened that when’ by any accident the ftock 
of a careful breeder, who followed a fimilar plan, and which in 
general were much efteemed, were brought to fale, the compe- 
tition for thefe became very great, which raifed their prices to 
an extroardinary degree; fuch a breeder was Mr Fowler of 
Little Rollright, in Leicefterfhire, whofe ftock, after his death, 

were brought to,fale ;—the follewing are the prices at which his 
bulls and cows, *and ewes and rams, fold for May 14. 1791. 


An account of the fale of part of the live ftock of 


Mr Robert Fowler of Little Rollright, near 
Chipping Norton. Sold by Auétion, by Robert 
Parry 1791. 


Lots of Cattle fold, with the Names of the Purchafers, 
and Prices they fold for. 


BULLS. 
L. s. 
t Garrick, five years old—Mr Stone, of gente, 
Leicefterthire, - - 215 5 
2 Sultan, two years old—Mr Freeman, Hitoot, and 
Mr Eden, Norton, Gloucefterthire, 220 10 
3 Wathington, two years. old—Mr Michael Buckly, 
Normanton, Nottinghambhire, 215 
4 Young Twopenny, two years old—Meffers Cox, 
Harrifon, and Macey, Leicefterthire, - 68 
5 Young Garrick, one year old—Mr Fowler, 49 
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COWS. 


6 Young Brjndled Beauty, two years old—Meflrs 
Knowles and Co. 
7 Pillion Rump, alias Old Skew chan “a a 

A Bull calf,—Mr Baker, Farmcott, Gloucefterthire, 

9 Great Brindled Cow,—Mr Fowler, - 

10 Nellj«—Mr W. Freeman, Hitcott, Gloucefterthire, 

11 Nell’s bull calf,—Mr snd Allcock pLanghorongh, 
Gloucetfterthire, 

12 Nell’s White Back, shoe sats old—Lord Hie 
borough, Leicetierfhice, 

13 Young Brind, three years a. Mr William Huek- 
field, Over Norton, Oxon, 

ra A bull named C. one year old—Mr I Moore 
Charlecotte, Warwickhhire, - 

15 Long Horn Beauty—Mr Francis Rebhien, Lilling- 
* cet, Warwickthire, - 

16 Long Horned Beauty’s cow calf—Mr Richard Rob- 
bins, Lillington, Warwickthire, - 

17 Nancy,—Mr Brookes, Wolvers Hill, Warwickshire, 

18 Brindled Short Tail—Mr Paget, rs Leicef- 
terfhire, 

19 Beauty—Mr Fowler, 

20 A mottled yearling calf—Mr John Zouch , Millcotte, 
Warwickhhire, - 

21t Young Beauty—Meffrs Keowke st Co. - 

a2 Alight coloured Welch nurfe—Mr Fowler, 


BULLS. 


23 Young Shakelpeare—Mr Fowler, 29 
24 A bull called A, one year old—Lord Harborough, 
Leicefterfhire, - 157 
25 A bull called B, one year old —Mr William Seatorf, 
Scafby, near Doncafter, Yorkthire, 85 
26 Young Sultan, one year old—Mefirs ae Hasri- 
fon, and Macey, Leicefterthire, 
27 A bull called D, one year old——Mr Thomas Clarke, 
of Lockington, Leicefterthire, - 8 
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L. 
28 A bull called E, one year old—Mr John —_ 
Millcotte, Warw ickfhire, 152 
29 A bull called F, one year old—Mr Francis Robbin, 
Lillington, Warwickshire, - 105 


COWS. 


30 Brindled Beauty,—Meflrs Knowles and Co. 273 
31 Garrick’s fifter,—Mefirs Knowles and Co. 120 
32 Wathington’s i Amy, Odftone Hall, 
Leicetterthire, - 194 
33 Long horn a ae aa 110 
34 Spotted Nancy,—Mr Fowler, - 84 
45 Black heifer, three years old——-M. Knowles & Co. 141 
36 Garrick’s daughter, 3 years old—Mr Cox, Derbythire 47 
37 Young Nell,—Mr James Moore, Warwickfhire, 126 
38 Young Nell’s calf; Lord Harborough, Leicefterfh. 31 
39 Broken Horn Beauty,—Mr Eden, Gloucefterfhire, 46 
40 Red Cow,—Mr. Cox, Derbythire, : 76 
4t Nell’s daughter,—Meflrs Knowles and Co. 136 
42 Cow calf,—Lord Harborough, Leicefterthire, 43 
43 Sall,—Mr Richard Robbins, Warwickthire, 6 
44 Douk Horn,—Mr E. Higgins, Warwickthire, 81 
45 Blue heifer, four years old,—S. Huckfield, Oxon, 110 
46 Brindled Finch,—Mr Eden, Gloucefterthire, 42 
47 Brindled Finch’s calf,—-Mr Baker, Gloucefterfhire, 19 
48 White backed cow,—Mr Eden, Gloucefterthire, 81 
49 Cow calf,—-Mr S. Huckfield, Oxon, - 32 
5q Aheifer, 2 years old,——Mr Freeman, Gloucefterfhire, 52 
5t Broken Horn, 2 years old—Mr Seaton, Yorkfhire, 69 
52 A nurfe, 5 years old—Mr Blundell, Warwickhhire,- 8 
53 A ditto,—Rev. Mr Haftings, Warwickthire, Bi 


53 Cattle. Total price, L. 4289 
SHEEP STOCK. 


54 Ram,—Mr. W. Smith, Norton, Gloucefterthire, 44 
§5 Ditto,—Mr Kinmer, North Cerney, ditto 45 
56 Ditto,—Mr John Davis, Rollright, Oxon, 31 
57 Ditto,—Mr Smith, Ford, Gloucefterthire, 35 
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58 Ditto,—Mr Howes, Winlon, ditto, 

59 Ditto,—Mr W. Davis, Caftleton Hills, a 

60 Ditto,—Mr Fowler, 

61 Dittox—Mr S. Huckfield, Choice Hill, oe 

62 Ditto,—Mr J. Phillips, Dorn, Worcefterthire, 

63 Ditto,—Mr Oliver, Nanton, manera d 

64 Ditto,—Mr Fowler, - 

65 Ditto,—Mr T. Birch, Elmfcote, Warwickhhire, 
66 Ditto,—Mr N. Kench, Enftone, = - 
67 Ditto,—Mr Fowler, - - 

68 Ditto,—Mr N. Kench, Enftone, Oaia, - 

69 Six ewes,—Mr S. Huckfield, Choice Hill, Oxon, 
zo Ditto,—Mr W. Freeman, Hitcott, Gloucefterthire, 
71 Ditto,—Mr Smith, Ford, ditto, - - 
72 Ditto,—Mr Pratt, Banbury, Oxon, - 
Ditto,—Mr Robinfon, Northamptonhhire, 
Ditto,—Mr Gill, Cleve Peppard, — 
Ditto,—Mr Fowler, - 

Ditto,—Mr Penrice, Salford, Warwickthire, 
77 Ditto,—Mr Smith, Ford, Gloucefterthire, 
78 Ditto.—Mr Robinfon, Northamptonfhire, 
79 Ditto,—Mr Jofeph Baker, ee 
80 Ditto,—Mr Fowler, - 

81 Ram,—Meflrs King and Creek, Oxon, - 
82 Ditto,—Ditto, 

83 Ditto,—Mr Baughan, Rollright, Oma, 

84 Ditto,—Mefirs King and Creek, Oxon, 

85 Ditto, —Mr Pratt, Banbury, ditto, - 

86 Ditto,—Mr Wells, Nill, near Hooknorton, Oxon, 
87 Ditto,—G. Perrot, Efq; —— - 
88 Ditto,—Ditto, - . 
89 Ditto, —Mr Chandler, Warwickthire, - 

90 Ditto Mr Haynas, Gloucefterthire, - 

gt Ditto,__Mr Davis, Rollright, Oxon, - 

92 Ditto,Mr N. Kench, Enftone, ditto, - 
93 Ditto,—Mr Davis, Rollright, ditto, - 

94 Ditto,—Mr Marthall, Gloucefterfhire, - 

95 Ditto,—Mr Chandler, Warwickthire, 

96 Six theaves,—Mr Robinfon, Northamptonhhire, 
97 Ditto,—G. Perrot, Efq; Worcefterthire,! 
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93 Ditto,—Mr. William Smith, Gloucefterfhire, 40 
99 Ditto—Mr Bofworth, Diaenernppenniinines 37 
100 Ditto—Mr Robinfon, ditto, . 3° 
10t Eight theaves,—Mr W. Freeman, Glouceiterthire, 33 
102 Ram,-—Mr John Lyne, Ditto, 10 
103 Ditto,—Mr Fowler, - - 15 
104 Ditto,—ditto, - - 10 
105 Ditto,—Mr Edward Smith, Oxon, P. 23 
106 Ditto,—Mr Thomas Brain, Warwickthire, 8 
107 Ditto,x—Mr Thomas Curtis, Oxon, : 7 
108 Ditto,—Mr John Smith, Warwickthire, 8 
109 Ditto,—Mr John Vyfe, Oxon - It 
119° Ditto, —Mr john Benton, Gloucefterfhire, 8 
Tit Ditto,—Mr Robert Lyne,. ditto, - 15 
112 Di itto,_—Mr John. Benton, ditto, - - 6 
133 Ditto,—Mr Hironis, Swerford, Oxon, - 2t 
114 Ditto.—Mr William Harbidge, ance ae, 13 
114 Ditto,—Mr Samuel Tagg,Oxon, 12 
116 Ditto,—Mr Bateman, Gloucefterthire, 
117 Ditto,—Mr John Handy, ditto, . 
138 Ditto,—Mr Thomas Gurtis, Oxon, . 
119 Ditto,—Mr William Davis, ditto, - 
120’ Ditto, —Mr Davis, Rollright, ditto, - 
121 Ditto,x-Mr W. Davis, ditto, - - 
122 Five barren Ewes,—Mr John Timms, ditto, 
123 Ditto,—John Dark, Efq; Gloucefterthire, 
124 Ditto,—Mr Giles Hutchings, Oxon, 
125 Ditto,—G. Perrott, Efq; Worcefterthire, 
126 Eight birren Theaves,— ditto, ditto, ° 
327. Seven ditto,—Mr Ruffe!, Oxon, . 
123 Ten weather Tegs,—G. Perrott, Ef); Worcelterih, 
129 Eight ditto, -Mr Edward Summer, Oxon, 
130 Five theer hogs,—-Mr. Richard Walker, ditto, 
33_A Ram,—Mr William Woheeler, Gloucetterthire, 
432° Ditto, —Mr John Smith, W fanwickthire, 
3332Ditto,—Mr A. Lampett, sie + 
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Lh. te 
134 Ditto,—Mr John Izod, ditto, 6 to 
135 Ditto,—Mr Jéhn Biddle, Warwickhire, 30 10 
136 Ditto,—Mr Francis Holland, Worcefterhhire. 9 9 
137 Ditto,—Mr Wells, ditto, . ~ 5 10 
138 Ditto,—-Mr Edward Summer, Oxon, - 5 0 
139 Six ewe tegs.—Meflrs King and Creek, Oxon, 35 10 
140 Ditto,—William Walker, Efq; Lincolnthire, 2r 0 
341 Ditto,—Mr William Freeman, Gloucefterfhire, 24 © 
142 Ditto,—William Walker, Efq; Lincolnthire, 18 0 
143 Ditto,—ditto, ditto, - - - 12 22 
444 Ten ewe tegs,—Mr C. Chinor, Northamptonfhire, 21 0 
345 A ram _hog,-—Meffrs King and Creek, Oxon, 53 u 
346 Ditto,—Mr Richard Wells, ditto, - 35 12 
3147 Ditto,—Mr William Wilks, Warwickhire, 
443 Ditto,—Mr Edward Haynes, Glouce(terfhire, 
149 Ditto,—Meffrs King and Creek, Oxon, - 
Ditto, —Mr Samuel Huckfield; Oxon, - 


51 Ditto,—Mr Fairbrother, Oxon, - ° 
52 Ditto,—Mr Humphrey Fowler, ditto, : 


3 Ditto,—Mr John Smith, Warwickhire, 1515 
Ditto,—Mr Thomas Braine, Long-Compton, ditto, 15 4 
Ditto.—G. Perrott, Efq ; Worcefterhhire, 36 15 

6 Ditto,—Mr Hickman, Slaughter, Gloucefterfhire, 10 10 

ye Ditto,—Mr Ofvourne, Broadway, Worcefterfhire, 15 4 
g Ditto,—Mr Lyne, Batsford, Gloucefterthire," 12 32 
itto,—Mr William Davis, Oxon, 10 10 
60 Ditto,—Mr Groves, Kingleat, Salop, - 42 
61 Ditto,—Mr William Fofter, Bucknell, Oxon, 10 10 
62 Ditto.—Philip Grefley, Efq; Worcefterthire, 13 2 
63 Ditto.—Mr John Smith, Warwickthire, 7.17 
a 6a Ditto,._Mr Gibbs, Whichford, ditto, - 
be Ditto,—Mr John Smith, Barchefton, ditto, 71 
+66. Dittoy—Mr Beaman, Addleftrap, Gloucefterfhire, 8 ib 
167. Ditto,—Mr Richard Gibbs, Afcott, Warwickthire, 6 16 To t 
168 Ditto,—Mr William Fofter, Bucknell, Oxon, 515 Bi feciall 
166, Ditto,—Mr John Smith, Barchefton, Warwickhhire,6 6 ff vel). y 
* Ditto._Mr John Izod; Bucknell, Oxon, : 7 4 mee 
Ditto,—Mr Stephen Rathaw, ditto, . 5 5 mney 
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Rams84,—Ewes 92,—Theaves 53,—Tegs 58,—Sheer- 
hogs 5,—In all 292. 
Total price of Sheep L. 2304 6 
—Cattl 42°9 4 


In whole L. 0593 ‘0 


Mr Arthur Young, from whofe Annals of Agriculture the 
above is copied, makes the following obfervations on this ac- 
count : 

“ There are fome circumftances refpecting this fingular fale 
which deferve noting. The farm of Rollright is between 300 
and 400 acres, which let at 21ol. a-year 5 the value of which, 
at 30 years purchafe, is 63001. ‘Now it is unique in the hif- 
tory of agriculture, that two articles of live {tock only, with- 
out horfes, hogs, implements, feed, or tillage, fhould fell for 
more than the fee-fimple of the farm would have done; yet 
I was affured in Leicefterfhire, that it was let at its value. 
And it further deferves noting, that land of 10s. an acre does 
not feem by the rent to be of a quality fuperior to common 
foils, and confequently, that the notion heard of in fome coun- 
ties, that this fort of ftock will do only on a very rich land 
does not feem to be well founded, 

“ Here are 15 head of bulls and cows that fold for 2464l. or 
1614. each on an average; a greater value than ever was yet 
kuown probably in the world. 

“ The fheep were by no means capital ; Mr Fowler not have 
ing paid the fame attention to them, nor been equally fortu- 
nate in procuring males; yet here are rams that fell at above 
gol. and ewes that rife to rol. whence it is plain, that though 
a breeder of this {pecies may, on comparifon with certain indi- 
viduals, be very inferior, yet he will be employed on a ftock 
that, compared with all others, will rifeto an unrivalled value.” 


To the above, allow me to add, that in regard to fheep e- 
fpecially, Mr Fowler’s breed is far "inferior to that of Mr Bake- 
well, who has this feafon let two rams at the amazing fum of 
1200 guineas a feafon.—This in every other part of the world 
vould be accounted altogether incredible. 
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Eulogy on Early Rifing. 


Tr the pradtice of rifing betimes can be proved to be univerfal- 
ly bencficial'to mankind ;—if it can be thown to have been al- 
ways mentioned with the higheft encomiums;—and if it can 
be made out, that the greateft.as weil as the beft of men 
were early rifers, nething farther needs to be faid in reconic 
mendaticn of it. 

Now, that it contributes, and indeed univerfally, to the 
happinefs of the world, will appear from the following confy 
derations : 

In the firft place, is life itfelf a happinefs, or, if you like the 
term better, a real enjoyment?—This none will deny ; and 
therefore, as early rifing is really an addition to life, I mean, to 
active and con{cions life, it muft’ be an additional enjoyment, 
which every one that pleafes may, and which every early 
rifer a€tually does enjoy. tal 

Another argument, to prove the advantage of early rifing, 
may be drawn from its contributing to the health, activity, and 
vigour of animal life. It not only adds to, and, in a manner, 
lengthens the duration of life; but heightens, fo to fpeak, its 
very degree and reality ;—all the powers of human nature are 
thereby quickened, and made to perform their feveral fundtions 
with greater force and energy; the confequence of which is 4 
confiderable augmentation of a@ual enjoyment, that. otherwi 
would have been loft. 

Again, if we turn our thoughts to rational life, we thall find 
no fmall advantage refulting from early rifing. What feafon 
fo proper for performing the duties of religion and piety? are 
not our minds then compofed, calm, and ferene? does not 
the dawning and return of the day naturally infpire us with 
great and exalted ideas of the great Creator and Governor of 
the world, who firft ordained, and {till preferves the delightful 

viciffitudes of day and night, fo admirably calculated to pro- 
mote the happinefs of all the inhabitants of this globe? Is not 
every paflion then hufhed, and the mind in the beft frame 
imaginable, for paying to the great God of nature that adom 
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tion, prafie, and homage, which all his reafonable creatures 
owe him? In this refpeét, then, the advantage of early -rifing 
are manifeft. 

With regard to focial duties, what more neceflary than early 
rifing? is it pofible for a man who dozes away the morning in 
his downy bed, and {pends one-third of the day in the enervat- 
ing embraces of death-like fleep, to difcharge the duties either 
of private or public life, like the man who gets up betimes, 
fedulous to mind his bufinefs, and careful not to lofe the balmy 
influence of the moft early rays of the fun? The latter has the 
pleafure to fee the moft effential part of his bufinefs done be- 
fore the other begins; the confequence of which is, that he has 
leifure to purfue new advantages, new fchemes of utility both 
to himfelf and others ; whereas, the flugeard, by the too libe. 
ral indulgence of his beloved fleep, difables himfelf from per- 
forming even the indifpenfable duties of his {tation ; inftead of 
having time to Jook out for additional happinefs, he is not in 
a condition to make the beft of that which he already poffeffes. 
Befides that excefs of fleep, inftead of nourifhing and refrething, 
ferves only to enervate the whole human frame; and aétually 
difables thofe who indulge it from ading with that {pirit, re- 
folution and vigour they would otherwife do. 

As to improving the mind in knowledge, the advantage of 
rifing early is no lefs evident. In the morning all the faculties 
of our foul are awake, freth, and vigorous. What over-night 
defied our moft diligent ftudy to find out, now voluntarily 
fubmits itfelf to our view ; we fee, we comprehend, what far- 
merly was thought above the reach of human underftandin 
Now as early rifing not only enables the mind to underftand 
things more eafily and better, but likewife affords time for fet- 
ting about the ftudy of them, it muft be allowed to be highly 
eonducive to the attainment of knowledge. 
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Proceedings in Parliament. 
, HOUSE OF COMMONS: 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. 


F iw objects of greater importance have ever come before 
Parliame::t than the prefent, whether it be confidered:as an — 
objeé& of juftice, of humanity, or of policy ; and it according. 
ly obtained a full and ample difcuffion. This bufinefs originat- 
ed in the laft Parliament, where, after many witneffes were 
examined at great length, and a tedious inveftigation, the quef- 
tion was ftill left undecided. Nor was the difcuffion of this 
important obje@ confined to the Houfe of Commons ; the peo- 
ple at large interefted themfelves in the —- and man 
publications appeared on both fides as ufual, in fome of which 
the parties engaged with a warmth of zeal that is in fome mea- 
fure incompatible with the full elucidation of truth. The 
minds of parties were thus inflamed to a degree, that every 
perfon of cool reafon muft difapprove of, and mutual accuft- 
tions ard perfonal recriminations took place, that tended only 
to inflame the mind, and make the real object of difcuffion be 
loft fight of. Some tinéture of this fort was even to be obterved 
in a few of the fpeeches in Parliament ; but time havingsallow- 
ed thefe intemperate fallies to fubfide, the queftion received a 
faircr and cooler inveftigation on the prefent occafion.—Per- 
haps more time is ftill required, before men can be brought to 
view this fubjeét with all the coolnefs and impartiality it re- 

uires.—In particular, more time than has yet been allowed 

ems to be neceffary to enable individuals to make themfelves 
fully mafters ot the important facts refpecting this bufinefs that 
came out in the evidence before the committee.—When this « 
fhall be allowed, it is to be hoped that all parties will cordially 
agree ir fome amicable mode of fettling this bufinefs, and not 
m he it to rémain in fome meafure undecided, as at prefent, 
which by keeping in fufpenfe the minds of perfons interefted, 
muft be productive of very dangerous coniequences. 

The bufinefs was introduced by Mr Wilberforce, who had 
taken the lead in it laft Parliament—Firft on Friday the 3d of 
December, when he announced that he fhould foon be able to 
name a day on which he meant to move fora renewal of the 
committee on the abolition of the flave trade, and next on Fri- 
day, December roth, when he faid, that after the notice he had 
given, he did not concei*e that any thing more was neceffary 
than to move, “ That the Houfe fhould on that day refolve 
into a committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of the Afri- 
can flave-trade, as a prgvious ftep to reviving the fame fort of 
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committee that had been appointed to examine evidence laft 
ear. 
‘ Colonel Tarleton did not oppofe the motion, nor did he blame 
the hon. gentleman for his perfeverance in a meafure that he no 
doubt thought to be falutary, but which, if carried into effect, 
would, he faid, be ruinous to a confiderable branch of Britith 
commerce, and wondered that while his Majefty’s minifters were 
laying frefh duties on the fubject, ay 4 fhould, by the counte- 
nance they gave to this meafure, be labouring to diminifh the 
* revenue. 

Sir William. Younge complained of the time that had been 
already fpent in this difcuffion ; and though he did not oppofe 
the prefent motion, he intimated that if the bufinefs fhould be 
fpun out to great length, that he fhould make a motion to 
get rid of it— Agreed to. 

The bufinefs after feveral adjournments came on at length, 

February 4- 1791- 

Mr Wilberforce rofe to make a motion for the Houfe to re- 
folve itfelf into a committee, to fit above ftairs on the Mlave- 
trade, agreeable to the notice he had previoufly given, and cane 
cluded with moving “ That the fpeaker leave the chair.’? 

Mr Cawthorne complained of the long protrasties of the exay 
mination before the former committee of enquiry, and faid, to 
avoid a fimilar delay at prefent, he meant to oppoie the motion, 
and take the fenfe of the Houfe upon it ; but this he would de- 
cline, if the Hon. gentleman would.ftate the fpecific time the 
committee might reafonably be fuppofed to bring their enquiries 
to a conclufion. 

Mr Wilberforce faid, it was impoffible for him to make any 
fuch compromife, as he could not prevent any gentleman in the 
committee from putting what queftions they might incline. 
For his own part, he fhould make no delay that could be 
avoided. 

Mr Cawtborne was not fatisfied with this anfwer, and faid the 
enquiry had already undergone fufficie:tt difcaffion, and if car- 
ried farther, could only tend to injure the interefts of the mer- 
cantile and manufacturing part of the community. 

_ Mr Montague gave reatons to fhow it could not be expected 
that any gentleman could afcertain the duration of fuch a come 
mittee. 

Mr W. Smith attributed the former delays to the -oppofers ta 
the abolition, as fifty-feven days had been occupied on their 
part out of 87. The gentlemen employed for the Liverpool 
merchants had employed twenty-one days in crofs examinations. 

Colonel Tarleton complained of the injury already done to 
the numerous merchants, manufacturers, and planters, con- 
cerned in a trade that had been engaged in, and carried on 
for many years under the fanction of Parliament, in confe- 
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quetice of the protraction that had already atten led the inqui- 
ries of former committees.—He faid there was abundance of 
foom for thé exertion of philanthropy in examining the ftate 
of the poor laws, and our infant fettlement of South Wales.— 
He concluded with giving notice, that he would on that day fix 
weeks move the queftion of the abolition of the flave trade. 

Mr Burke differed entirely from his hon. friend who had 

juft fat down—He thanked Mr Wilberforce for prudently de- 
clining to tie himfelf down to any fpecific term, and far his 
laudable perefverance and the committees that had fat 
hitherto, for their fuccefsful efforts ; and he declared, that if 
the end of their labours fhould be the proof of the policy, as 
well as the humanity of the abolition of the flave trade, there 
was rot, he was perfuaded, a man in the Houfe who would 
Not rejoice and feel happy. . 
« Mr Martin faid; he frould regret that any fort of perfons 
fhould be fufferers; but the negro flaves were fo. numerous, 
and the hardthips they. underwent fo great, that no_confidera- 
tion of pfejudice in favour of individuals ought to ftand in the 
way of relief to fo niimerous a ft of fuffercrs. 

Colonel Tarleton rofe to explain. 

The queftion was then put and carried. 

Committee of the whole Houje. 

The Speaker havirg left the chair, Mr Eiliot took hig place 
at the table. 

Mr Wilberforce then moved, * That in order.to facilitate 
the progrefs of the committee in the matters referred to them, 
the Houfe will be pleafed to appoint a committee for the pur- 
pofe of taking the examination of fuch witneffes as fhall be 
found necefiary to be examined, touching the faid matter, 

*¢ That the feveral petitions that were prefented to the Houle 
in the Jait Parliament, relating to the flave trade, be referred to 
the faid committee. 

« That the minutes of the evidence taken in the laf feffion, 
together with all reports, accounts, and papers, which were laid 
before the Houfe, be referred.”? Ordered. 

The committee to meet on the 18th. 


A Card 


Ma jostru prope returns thanks to Dr Anderfon, for the 
ebliging manner in which he has inferted the letter concerning 
the Bell-rock.—Mr B. is well convinced of the valuable qualities 
of Larch-wood, and fhould adopt the hint were any wood to'be 
employed in conftruéting that beacon, but as it is intended to 
be entirely of hammered-iron, he cannot avail himftif of it on 
the prefent cccafion. 





